
Many organisations, including your schools, have already shared 
fantastic ideas that can be completed at home, and many of our 
Pledge Providers (and other organisations) have provided us with 
wonderful ideas, activities and support. We have decided to try and 
collate some of these in a newsletter that we will continue to update 
during this period away from school.

Please note the content in the newsletter is for a wide range of 
di�erent age groups and for parents and schools, therefore please 
check which information is age appropriate / relevant key stage 
before accessing it. 

We would be delighted if you would continue to add activities to 
your Oldham Pledge Passport and re�ect on The Oldham Pledge 
Character Traits you are developing. We are sure in the coming weeks 
there will be some amazing examples of children, young people and 
families developing resilience, being respectful, �exible and 
demonstrating persistence and grit, which are just some of The 
Oldham Pledge Character Traits.

You are going to be a generation of children and young people that 
will be in the history books and recording your activities during this 
time and taking time to re�ect will de�nitely give you a story to tell 
when you move from primary to secondary school or from secondary 
school to college or employment.

(continued on page 2)
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Dear Pledge member,Dear Pledge member,



https://www.oldham.gov.uk/coronavirus 
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The Oldham Council website will be 
updated with any key developments in 
the local situation.

Visit 
https://www.oldham.gov.uk/coronavirus 

Oldham Council
Coronavirus (COVID-19)

If you manage to complete any of the activities in the newsletter or 
indeed take part in or have any other ideas that meet a pledge, 
please keep a record of them and please share some with us. If you 
have your pledge passport with you, record it under the relevant 
pledge or you can use the electronic version of the Oldham Pledge 
Passport included in this newsletter. 

Please make the most of this time, take time to read, try a new 
activity, keep healthy, relax but most of all stay safe and look after 
those closest to you.

Kind Regards,

Lorna & Suzy

The Oldham Pledge
Special Edition: April 2020



https://www.travelandleisure.com/attractions/museums-galleries/museums-with-virtual-tours

https://www.bighistoryproject.com/home https://www.bbc.co.uk/history/forkids/
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https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19

There are two main publications from the Government that The 
Oldham Pledge would like to make you aware of;

- Coronavirus (COVID-19): UK government response

- COVID-19: guidance for education settings 

The DfE have a new helpline to answer questions about 
COVID-19 related to education. Sta�, parents and young 
people can contact the helpline:

 Helpline: 0800 046 8687
 Email: DfE.coronavirushelpline@education.gov.uk
 Opening hours: 8am to 6pm (Monday to Friday) 

DfE Education Helpline



https://www.pokemon.com/uk/app/pokemon-go/
https://www.harrypotterwizardsunite.com

https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/radio
https://thekidshouldseethis.com
https://mysteryscience.com

http://thepastandthecurious.com
https://www.iheart.com/podcast/105-stu�-you-should-know-26940277/

https://www.iheart.com/podcast/105-stu�-you-should-know-26940277/
https://www.iheart.com/podcast/stu�-you-missed-in-history-cl-21124503

https://www.iheart.com/podcast/stu�-you-missed-in-history-cl-21124503 https://www.mahdloyz.org/

https://www.edinburghzoo.org.uk

https://home-starthost.org.uk/

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/51481330
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround
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https://youtu.be/6v-a_dpwhro

https://www.themathsfactor.com
https://www.worldofdavidwalliams.com/elevenses

https://www.jamieoliver.com/features/category/get-kids-cooking/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQh2wgJ5tOrixYBn6jFXsXQ

https://twitter.com/diversedancemix/status/1241098264373592065
https://tv.historyhit.com/signup/package
https://www.instagram.com/theocook

https://cosmicshambles.com/stayathome/upcoming-schedule

https://www.eparenting.co.uk/education/50_free_revision_resources_for_gcse_a_level_11_pluss_and_sats.php
https://www.eparenting.co.uk/education/50_free_revision_resources_for_gcse_a_level_11_pluss_and_sats.php

https://www.highlightskids.com/

https://www.highlightskids.com/

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-51936286 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-51936286
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Coronavirus: How families
can cope with self-isolating 
together?

One of the worries which many parents are 
facing is how they will manage all being at 
home together once schools close.  

The BBC released this article which has some 
top tips on how to cope. Click here for more 
information - 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-51936286

The place for children of all ages to play 
games and discover new jokes, surveys, 
answers to science questions, and fun crafts 
and recipes. 

Click here for more information.



https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/joinin/about-blue-peter-badges?fbclid=IwAR0DmyPUf_iEyn_bBsMdjtAwUpK80alhLYVm1cXEZZSiDueVEbweLUkRD_I

https://www.childrensuniversity.co.uk/covid19

https://www.scouts.org.uk/the-great-indoors/

www.oldham.gov.uk/localo�er
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The initiative rewards and recognises 
children and young people between 
7-14 years old for learning outside of 
school.

Learning can take place anywhere 
including the home and online. Click on our logo to access 
resources from our network and all across the world in order to 
keep you active, learning and entertained! We’ve put these into 
di�erent categories so you can easily �nd something new to do.

While we normally love the great outdoors, we’ve pulled together 
some inspired indoor activity ideas (if we do say so ourselves) to 
keep kids entertained while schools are closed due to coronavirus. 
Keep your kids learning new skills and having fun (and avoid 
hearing ‘I’m bored’ every 30 seconds) all in #TheGreatIndoors.

Earn Blue Peter Badges 
- there are 8 to collect!
With so many di�erent 
badges, visit the web-
page by clicking on the 
picture, to see how you 
could get your hands 
on one! You will have to 

apply for your badge. Please note that the application process for 
each badge is di�erent, so click on the link under each badge to 
get instructions on how to earn that badge.

The SEND Local O�er will continue to be updated as new resources 
and information are available. Please remember there are some 
useful Apps, resources and access to online E-learning that families 
may �nd useful here: 

www.oldham.gov.uk/localo�er

SEND Local Offer
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https://www.elsa-support.co.uk/coronavirus-14-day-self-isolation-activities/



http://oldhammusicservice.co.uk/things-to-do/

https://pbskids.org/

https://www.coolmathgames.com/

https://www.e-learningforkids.org/

Page 16 | The Oldham Pledge Newsletter: April. 20 | Pledge 2 Pledge 2 | The Oldham Pledge Newsletter: April. 20 | Page 17

Oldham Music Service

Whilst most schools are closed and children are being home 
educated, Oldham Music Service want to do all that is possible to help 
you to further your child’s musical education (and also keep them 
entertained).

Please keep visiting this page to access downloads, links to other, 
carefully selected websites and other resources that we think you will 
�nd useful.

Click the picture above if you’re looking for fun musical activities for 
pre-school children with our Musical Beginnings and Musical 
Explorers team, Claire, Angela, Kay and Alison.

If you are looking for high-quality, educational musical activities for 
slightly older, primary school children, click here for downloadable 
activity sheets organised by school year.

Coolmath Games is a brain-training site, for everyone, where logic & 
thinking & math meets fun & games. These games have no violence, 
no empty action, just a lot of challenges that will make you forget 
you're getting a mental workout!

Free and fun digital education for children worldwide.

Click here to visit the website.

PBS Kids provides educational games and videos.





https://www.sciencekids.co.nz/
https://www.splashlearn.com/
http://www.mathgametime.com/

https://stem.astml.co.uk/
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Splash Learn

Math Game Time o�ers 
free math games, 
worksheets, homework 
help & videos for 
teachers, parents & 
children



https://www.galleryoldham.org.uk/

https://www.galleryoldham.org.uk/

https://www.youthsporttrust.org/free-home-learning-resources-0

https://www.carersuk.org/help-and-advice/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-covid-19

https://www.mindheart.co/descargables
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In these unprecedented times, the Youth Sport Trust want to be able 
to support schools, teachers, parents and carers in understanding 
the importance of continuing with Physical Education (PE) whilst 
children and young people are inevitably going to be schooled in 
the home environment.

Please click on our logo, above, to visit our website to �nd various 
di�erent activities that can help you and your children to keep 
active. 

Youth Sport Trust

Mindheart have created an interactive 
resource designed to support and 
reassure primary aged children.  It allows 
them to explain and draw the emotions 
that they might be experiencing.
https://www.mindheart.co/descargables

As the situation with coronavirus evolves, it's important 
to know what support is available to you as a carer and 
those you look after. 

Children must be accompanied by an adult at all times
 
Call 0161 770 4653 or ask  
at reception for more info

galleryoldham
 Family events Jan/Feb 2019

Super Saturdays  FREE
Sat 5 Jan and Sat 2 Feb, 1–3pm
Be inspired by our exhibitions with  
free artist-led creative activities.

GO Wild! FREE
Sat 26 Jan, 1–3pm
Explore the seasonal surprises that  
nature brings. Book online at Eventbrite.

The Small Cinema
Sat 26 Jan, 2pm: Smallfoot (PG) 
Sat 16 Feb, 2pm:  
The Little Mermaid (PG)  
Tickets: £3 www.thesmallcinema.com 

Half-Term Fun  FREE
Mon 18 and Tue 19 Feb, 1–4pm
Free family arts and crafts, most  
suitable for 4–10 years, just drop-in.

Illuminate 
Fri 22 Feb, 6–9pm FREE
Oldham’s late-night arts festival is  
back with events, arts and activities.
PLUS lantern making workshops on Sat 9,  
Sat 16, Wed 20 and Thu 21 Feb, 10am–4pm  

www.galleryoldham.org.uk

Gallery Oldham will be releasing digital cross-curricular resources 
using artworks and artefacts from their collection.
Free to download and use with children as part of their 
home-schooling activities and inspiration!

Available soon (click here).

We’re also taking our Super Saturdays, GO Wild and Early Years 
programme online!

Don’t miss out on family activities, resources, tutorials and blog 
posts on our website and social media.

https://www.galleryoldham.org.uk/
Twitter: @GalleryOldham

Facebook: Gallery Oldham
Instagram: @galleryoldham
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https://drive.google.com/�le/d/1PYrKYfOBa4p-azI5z_46KJMbi1FSmL_Y/view

https://drive.google.com/�le/d/1PYrKYfOBa4p-azI5z_46KJMbi1FSmL_Y/view



https://www.annafreud.org/what-we-do/anna-freud-learning-network/coronavirus/

https://leading4education.com/2020/03/14/stressed/

https://dreambigsports.co.uk/stay-home-stay-active
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/publications/talking-to-your-children-scary-world-news

https://www.headspace.com/educators

https://www.specialneedsjungle.com/calming-coronavirus-anxiety-children-everyone-else/

https://www.mind.org.uk/workplace/mental-health-at-work/taking-care-of-yourself/�ve-ways-to-wellbeing/

https://youngminds.org.uk/blog/talking-to-your-child-about-coronavirus/#ten-tips-from-our-parents-helpline
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Our team have been working hard to support schools who’s doors 
are still open to children of key workers and the vulnerable children 
in our communities. However, we are well aware that there are 
hundreds of thousands of children and young people currently at 
home following the government advice during these 
unprecedented times. 

To support the wider community we have sourced a number of FREE 
activities and resources, to be used with your children to keep them 
active whilst staying at home. 

Simply click our picture above to visit our website and choose an 
activity that you are most interested in, have a read and give it a go!

Dream Big Sports have not created any of the resources listed, 
however, they have been identi�ed by our team as activities that will 
support physical activity whilst at home, ensuring children are still 
working towards government guidance of 60 minutes moderate 
physical activity per day

Dream Big Sport

Thinking about
Mental Health
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Children must be accompanied by an adult at all times
 
Call 0161 770 4653 or ask  
at reception for more info

galleryoldham
 Family events Jan/Feb 2019

Super Saturdays  FREE
Sat 5 Jan and Sat 2 Feb, 1–3pm
Be inspired by our exhibitions with  
free artist-led creative activities.

GO Wild! FREE
Sat 26 Jan, 1–3pm
Explore the seasonal surprises that  
nature brings. Book online at Eventbrite.

The Small Cinema
Sat 26 Jan, 2pm: Smallfoot (PG) 
Sat 16 Feb, 2pm:  
The Little Mermaid (PG)  
Tickets: £3 www.thesmallcinema.com 

Half-Term Fun  FREE
Mon 18 and Tue 19 Feb, 1–4pm
Free family arts and crafts, most  
suitable for 4–10 years, just drop-in.

Illuminate 
Fri 22 Feb, 6–9pm FREE
Oldham’s late-night arts festival is  
back with events, arts and activities.
PLUS lantern making workshops on Sat 9,  
Sat 16, Wed 20 and Thu 21 Feb, 10am–4pm  

www.galleryoldham.org.uk



https://www.kaizendokarate.co.uk/#home

https://www.kaizendokarate.co.uk/#home

https://zoom.us/j/9221363687

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8GmQijmUrkk&feature=youtu.be

https://www.place2be.org.uk/about-us/news-and-blogs/2020/march/coronavirus-information-for-children/
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We are happy to announce 
that the Sensei's are still 
delivering live/virtual Karate 
lessons. All of the details for 
parents to access the 'Zoom' 
application can be found 
below. These sessions are 
running every weekday at 
10am, 2pm and 6pm and 
every Saturday at 10am.

Parents, please join our 
members only Kaizen-Do Karate group on Facebook to access daily 
updates, videos and information on Zoom. We also would like parents 
to subscribe to our YouTube channel where you can watch videos on 
di�erent Kata's, �tness and stretching videos and much more! 

How to access our LIVE Virtual Lessons...
For best results during the LIVE virtual meetings please try to log on 
through your desk top computer or laptop. If you are using your 
phone, then make sure you download the FREE ‘Zoom’ app. When at 
home if it’s possible to screen mirror with a bigger TV then please try 
to do so.

Please log on and be ready a few minutes before the meeting is 
scheduled to start. WE WANT AS MANY STUDENTS ON WITH US AS 
POSSIBLE. The link you need is; https://zoom.us/j/9221363687

We want it to be as much like a class as possible so please ensure you 
are wearing your karate suit and that you have cleared out space to do 
techniques. 

KaizenDoKarate.co.uk | 07739 746 836 | 01706 341 555 |  0800 0855 099

Coronavirus is all 
over the news, 
with talk of 
schools closing, 
events being 
cancelled, and 
people being 
kept in 
quarantine. It’s 
understandable 

that many children, and adults, are anxious about the virus and 
how it could impact them.  
https://www.place2be.org.uk/about-us/news-and-blogs/2020/ma
rch/coronavirus-information-for-children/



https://www.uniteforliteracy.com/
https://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/�nd-out-more/parents/https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/books/free-ebooks/
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The Oldham Pledge
Special Edition: April 2020

FREE eBook library -Practise reading at home. Help your young 
child learn to read, and love to read, with our eBook library, 
containing over 100 free eBooks. Our eBooks have been 
developed for children aged 3–11, to teach them to read using 
phonics.

A site packed with interactive phonics games, phonics planning, 
assessment ideas and many teaching ideas and resources to 
help children to learn to hear phonemes, recognise graphemes 
and develop the blending and segmenting skills that are vital 
for learning to read and spell.

Unite for Literacy provides free digital access to picture books, 
narrated in many languages. Literacy is at the core of a healthy 
community, so we unite with partners to enable all families to 
read with their young children.

Read Write Inc. Phonics – information for parents. 
Our �lms show how we teach children to read and write with 
Read Write Inc. Phonics. Each lesson is ten minutes long and 
available for 24 hours. .



https://www.oldham.gov.uk/info/200991/whats_on/2483/what_s_on_%E2%80%93_online_library_events_and_activities
https://positive-steps.org.uk

https://www.oldham.gov.uk/info/200991/whats_on/2483/what_s_on_%E2%80%93_online_library_events_and_activities

https://www.facebook.com/OldhamLibraryService/
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Libraries in Oldham may
be closed, but...

Each weekday we will be setting little challenges to help keep mind 
and body active over the coming weeks. Challenges so far have 
included: Making your own musical instrument out of anything you 
can �nd around the house; Using the �rst line of page 18 of a 
book/magazine to start your own short story; Book Cover Articulate - 
describing the cover of one of your favourite books without telling 
us the name; and the #WordSearchWorkout where participants read 
the �rst page of a book/magazine, and do a designated action 
whenever they see a speci�c word. The challenges respond to 
Oldham Libraries’ Daily Programme Themes (click here for more 
information).

#OldhamLibrariesDailyChallenge

Every Monday
Get Inspired Day: amongst other inspiring content, we are hosting 
#FamilyQuiz sheets for everyone to enjoy – this week’s quiz was a 
children’s book cover quiz. The quizzes are posted to our Facebook 
feed, for families to enjoy in their own time, with the answers 
revealed the next week. i.e. the new quizzes are posted fortnightly 
and the answers are posted fortnightly, thereafter.

Every Wednesday
Rhymetime at 10am on Facebook Live, which can 
be a great little singalong for any youngster.
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https://twitter.com/Laticzone
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nA6AUFVybkQ&app

https://twitter.com/Laticzone
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OAFC Chaddy the
Owl Competition
For the chance to win a football, 
signed by the @O�cialOAFC players, 
we are asking you to send us your 
designs of our very own Chaddy The 
Owl. To enter you can be as creative as 
you like: 

- Drawing 
- Painting 
- Use recyclables 
- Graphic design

To enter, either tweet us 
(@O�cialOACT) or email 
(enquiries@OACT.org.uk). The closing 
date is 22.4.20, with one entry being 
chosen as the winner.

Good luck! 
#OACT #OAFC

The Oldham Pledge
Special Edition: April 2020

@LaticZone on twitter

Laticzone sta� always enjoy making 
an origami t-shirt and then designing 
it with their students at the centre. 
Here is a video that helps explain the 
process. Please send us your design. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
nA6AUFVybkQ&app
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https://switchzoo.com/

https://thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/home-learning-resources/where-do-we-live-2/
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Switch Zoo visitors share funny and creative animal names, 
drawings, stories and poems about the animals, and comments 
about the zoo.



https://thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/home-learning-resources/where-do-we-live-2/

https://www.facebook.com/chesterzoo1/ https://www.youtube.com/chesterzoo
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https://tinyurl.com/rz4rg6s

https://twitter.com/SSCCTY
https://thelinkingnetwork.org.uk/home-learning-resources/where-do-we-live-2/
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https://www.appsforgood.org/courses/machine-learning-home-study/session01

https://www.appsforgood.org/courses/app-design-home-study/session01
https://www.appsforgood.org/courses/app-development-home-study/session01
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Machine Learning
Short Course

This course will:
1. Introduce students to the topic of Machine Learning
2. Provide interesting, fun and interactive activities and videos to 
explain this concept and real world application 
3. Provide students with the opportunity to design and build their 
own Machine Learning Model 

The tasks have been designed to allow students to independently 
work through by themselves at home and all activities can be 
completed online in the workbook to avoid the need to print any 
resources. This course should provide approximately 5 hours of 
activities and is recommended for Year 8+.

Please click here for further information.

Design an App
This course will: 
1. Introduce students to the topic of App Development 
2. Encourage students to identify everyday problems which could be 
solved by a mobile app  
3. Provide students with the opportunity to create a paper prototype 
of their mobile app 

The tasks have been designed to allow students to independently 
work through by themselves at home. There are two options- one is 
paper based and is designed for students who perhaps won't have 
access to a computer at home and the other uses requires a 
computer / tablet and the internet. This course should provide 
approximately 5 hours of activities and is recommended for all age 
ranges. 

Link to paper-based version - click here for more information.

Link to computer based version - click here for more information.



https://twitter.com/OldhamPledge
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If you would like to add any information to the next 
newsletter, please contact;

Suzy Ashworth 
eMail: suzy.ashworth@oldham.gov.uk

Lorna Philip 
 eMail: lp@hathershaw.org.uk

Twitter
@OldhamPledge


